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DETAILED ACTION ° 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on 4 May, 2001. Claims 1-12 are 
pending. Claims 1-12are directed to a method for a "Method and apparatus for 
intersystem cut/copy and paste." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112 1J2, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the claimed invention. A reasonable artisan skilled in the art could not comprehend the 
claims as written. The claim recites: ". . . and status information generating means for 
generating status information of the users based on said statuses of the users recognized by said 
user status recognizing means and said present schedules retrieved by said schedule information 
retrieving means .." This recitation is undefined within the claim language. It is not clear 
what the boundary of the claim is. Hence, the scope of the claim is unascertainable. 

However, in order to expedite a more complete examination, the Examiner 
asserts that this invention is understood as: " and status information generating means 
for generating status information of the users and said statuses of the users recognized 
by said user status recognizing means. " 

3. Claims 2-6 are rejected by virtue of their dependency on claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-12 directed to a system are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being 
anticipated by O'Brien (US 6,587,831). 

O'Brien teaches a method for centrally creating a schedule for a group of 
company employees who may be geographically dispersed. (See abstract). 

As to claim 1 O'Brien teaches a status information sharing system for managing 
status information of users who handle user terminal devices, comprising: (See Fiq,1) . 

user status recognizing means for recognizing statuses of the users who handle 
said user terminal device; (See col. 3, lines 13-17)[distinguishing status of user who is 
handling the terminal: either manager and employee]. (See also col. 4, line 17). 

schedule information retrieving means for retrieving present schedules from 
schedule information of the users; (See col. 7, lines 1 1-16). 

and status information generating means for generating status information of the 
users based on said statuses of the users recognized by said user status recognizing 
means and said present schedules retrieved by said schedule information retrieving 
means. (See col. 3, lines 27-38). 
Claim 2 

Referring to claim 2, O'Brien teaches a system according to claim 1, wherein said 
schedule information retrieving means retrieves last schedules from said schedule 
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information, and said status information generating means generates status information 
of the users based on said present and last schedules retrieved by said schedule 
information retrieving means and said statuses of the users recognized by said user 
status recognizing means. (See col. 7, lines 11-12). 
Claim 3 

Referring to claim 3, O'Brien teaches a system according to claim 1, wherein said 
schedule information retrieving means retrieves next schedules from said schedule 
information, and said status information generating means generates status information 
of the users based on said present and next schedules retrieved by said schedule 
information retrieving means and said statuses of the users recognized by said user 
status recognizing means. (See col. 4, lines 51-58). 
Claim 4 : 

Referring to claim 4, O'Brien teaches a system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
schedule information retrieving means retrieves past schedules from said schedule 
information, and said status information generating means generates status information 
of the users based on said present and past schedules retrieved by said schedule 
information retrieving means and said statuses of the users recognized by said user 
status recognizing means. (See col. 3, lines 30-32). 
Claim 5 : 

Referring to claim 5, O'Brien teaches a system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
schedule information updating means for updating said present schedules of said 
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schedule information based on said status information generated by said status 
information generating means. (See col. 3, lines 27-29). 
Claim 6 : 

Referring to claim 6, O'Brien teaches a system according to claim 1, further comprising: 
counting means for counting a duration of a predetermined status if any of said statuses 
of the users recognized by said user status recognizing means is said predetermined 
status, wherein said status information generating means generates status information 
set in advance according to the duration counted by said counting means. (See col. 4, 
lines 1-19). 
Claim 7 : 

Referring to claim 7, O'Brien teaches user terminal devices that are capable of 
communicating with a server device managing schedules of users who handle the user 
terminal devices, comprising: (See Fig. 1 and col. 3, lines 5-10; line 27-30). 

user status recognizing means for recognizing statuses of the users who handle 
the user terminal devices; and (See col. 3, lines 13-17). 

status information receiving means for receiving status information, which is 
generated based on said statuses of the users recognized by said user status 
recognizing means, from said server device. (See col. 4, lines 14-17 "Employee Data"). 
Claim 8: 

Referring to claim 8, O'Brien teaches a server device that is capable of communicating 
with user terminal devices, comprising: (See Fig. 1 and col. 3, lines 5-10; line 27-30). 



Application/Control Number: 09/848,292 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2157 

schedule information retrieving means for retrieving present schedules from 
schedule information of users who handle said user terminal devices; (See col. 3, lines 
27-33). 

user status retrieving means for retrieving statuses of the users; and (See col. 7, 
lines 11-16). 

status information generating means for generating status information of the 
users based on said present schedules retrieved by said schedule information retrieving 
means and said statuses of the users retrieved by said user status retrieving means. 
(See col. 3, lines 46-50; col. 4, lines 50-58). 
Claims 9-12 

These claims do not teach or define any significantly new limitation above and beyond 
claims 1-8 to warrant particular treatment, and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel Coffy whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0325. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 P.M. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703) 308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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